UPCOMING EVENTS

Peterborough Historical
Society

Monthly Meeting
by Zoom
Members must register

PHS Zoom Meeting
at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 17 May
Speaker Chris Dummitt

Hutchison House
Museum

Downton Abbey
Ploughman’s Lunch
Sunday, | May
2:00 p.m.

Heritage Luncheon
Woednesday, 4 May
Sitting times 12:00 noon
& 1:30 p.m.

Plant and Yard Sale
Saturday, 28 May
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Garden Tea to honour
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Sunday, 5 June
2:00 p.m.
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The May monthly meeting will remain virtual and continue our regular schedule on the third
Tuesday of the month, 17 May at 7:30 p.m. The meeting will be conducted on Zoom with
a question and answer period following the speaker’s presentation. Attendees will be provid-
ed with the link to join meetings when they register by email to the email address provided.

“100 Years of Tennis History in Peterborough"
Chris Dummitt

With the return of warm weather, outdoor sporting
activities beckon. It is thus appropriate to have as our
May lecturer, Professor Chris Dummitt from Trent
University. An avid tennis player, Professor Dummitt
has pursued his passion from a historical perspective
in support of the local tennis club which celebrates its
100" anmversary this year. In his talk, “100 years of
Tennis History in Peterborough”, our speaker will ex-
amine the local origin of tennis, the construction of
requisite facilities over the decades and the broader social context of this sport. An accom-
plished author, Professor Dummitt was shortlisted for the Writers’ Trust Shaughnessy Cohen
Prize in 2017 for his book Unbuttoned: A History of Mackenzie King’s Secret Life. His talk
promises to be another fascinating insight into the diverse history of our community.

Tuesday, 17 May 2022, 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. Register to attend by sending an email note
to info@peterboroughhistoricalsociety.ca with “Tennis” in the subject line. Deadline to
register is noon, 17 May.

NOTE: The PHS and the Quaker Park Tennis Club are jointly publishing a short history of
the QPTC by Professor Chris Dummitt which will be available for purchase later in May.
PHS members will enjoy a discounted price. Watch for the advertisement!

The Peterborough Historical Society acknowledges with thanks the support of the City of
Peterborough, the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport of Ontario, and the Community

Foundation of Greater Peterborough.
Ontario
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peterborough
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Voices of Peterborough’s Past
Charles Ackerman and the Miller Bros Cowboys in Paris, France

The photograph with this article, published in the Examiner, 7 May 1910, “will prove interesting to Pe-
terborough people,” stated the caption that accompanied the image. “It was taken in Paris, France, by Mr. Chas.
Ackerman.”

My entry for this issue of the Bulletin is a somewhat accidental follow-up to Don Willcock’s “Voices of
Peterborough’s Past: Ackerman, Benjamin Franklin” in the PHS Bulletin no. 480 of November 2021. Charles H.
Ackerman was Benjamin’s son, and while he kept busy working in the family harness and leather business, he
was something of a photographer.

The caption that accompanied the photograph does not indicate when it was taken, and it might well have
been quite a bit earlier. What Ackerman was doing in Paris, other than taking this photograph, I don’t know —
though he was in the company of another Peterborough chap, Mr. Maurice Houedry (the smiling man with the
pipe, in the centre). Further in the caption, we learn that the image “shows two of the cow-boys from the famous
Miller Bros. 101 ranch.” Apparently the cowboy in the foreground, with the large white ten-gallon hat, was be-
ing celebrated for his “wonderful riding.” The Examiner said it had published a story some time earlier about
this man’s “fight with a bull.” The week before this photograph was published, the paper said, the Royal had
screened a film with the same “101” riders (though I found no evidence of this in the ads).

The Miller Brothers 101 Ranch was a large outfit based in Oklahoma with its own “Wild West Show.” It
also provided ‘““authentic” actors and settings for many
motion picture companies doing location shooting.
Tom Mix, one of the early era’s most famous movie
cowboys, got his start working on the ranch and went
on the road with the wild west show.

In 1908, the Miller Bros had taken their show
abroad, to Europe and England. They had some trou-
ble getting back to North America (their troupe was so
large) and were delayed for a while in London. It is
possible, though only conjecture, that the well-known
“1 cowboy in the photo is Tom Mix. The image resem-
bles him, and he was just then becoming known for
{ his rodeo stunts. Incidentally, a few months later, in
September 1910, Mix appeared, as himself, on screen
§ at the Princess Theatre in a short documentary
{ film, Ranch Life in the Great Southwest, in which he
§ displayed his skills as a cattle wrangler. (I might as
%% well add that Tom Mix made a personal appearance at
1 the Peterborough Exhibition in 1930.)

Maurice Houedry was the manager of Houedry
Fils (“fancy Peas & Beans”), a family enterprise locat-
ed for a while at 138 Dalhousie St., Peterborough. Es-
tablished around 1901, it was abandoned by 1913 or
so, and Maurice had also left town.

Robert Ganton Clarke

https://www.peterboroughmoviehistory.com/

Miller Brothers
Peterborough Examiner,
7 May 1910, p.16
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PHS 2022 AGM Keynote Address
“The October Crisis: Origins and Consequences”

Mention the words “The October Crisis” and, for a certain generation of Canadians, this conjures up
images of police on the streets of Montreal, the kidnapping of James Cross, a grim-faced Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau invoking the War Measures Act and the assassination of Quebec Cabinet Minister Pierre
Laporte. As D’Arcy Jenish, our keynote speaker at the 2022 AGM, pointed out in his masterful talk on the
subject, however, the events leading up to this crisis were long in the making. Based on his personal inter-
views with key figures, most notably with Detective-Sergeant Robert Cot¢ who commanded the seven-
member technical unit of the MPD (bomb squad), Jenish outlined the events leading up to the October Cri-
sis.

There were years of bombings, bank heists and thefts of dynamite by a terrorist group, known as the
FLQ, in the years before the October Crisis. Starting with mailboxes, later targets included symbolic sites
such as the Montreal Stock Exchange and the head office of the Bank of Montreal where a 130-pound bomb
was defused by Coté at great personal risk. These criminal acts escalated with the kidnappings and subse-
quent murder of Laporte.

Jenish pointed out that authorities feared mass student demonstrations and civil disobedience and re-
acted with the War Measures Act to prevent a further escalation of the crisis. Some 500 individuals were
rounded up and held for various periods. The most thought-provoking part of our speaker’s talk was his
presentation of how the events of that fateful month have been reworked by subsequent, mainly nationaliste
historians, to soften the image of the perpetrators and downplay the heinous criminal acts they committed.

Contrary to the assertion by some observers, the troops on the streets of Montreal were not an army
of occupation but troops from the highly respected French Canadien Regiment, the Van Doos. The terrorists
were not misguided political prisoners but criminals. In part, this was Jenish’s motivation for writing the
book, to provide an antidote to the myths that were being constructed about the October Crisis. Not surpris-
ingly, his talk stimulated many questions that looked for parallels with the most recent invoking of the
Emergency Act to deal with the occupation of Ottawa.

Peterborough Historical Society is indeed fortunate to have such knowledgeable and stimulating
speakers who challenge us with new insights and remind us of the importance of historical research and
presentations to understand our past. For anyone interested in learning more on the subject, D’Arcy Jenish’s
book, The Making of the October Crisis: Canada’s Long Nightmare at the Hands of the FLQ, is available at
most bookstores.

Dennis Carter-Edwards

A definitive, mind-changing work of history, he first bombs exploded in Montreal in the
spring of 1963, Over the next seven years
| there were hundreds more bombings, dazens of
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ncTnB of the Frone de libérarion du Québec, hell-bent on.

2T TR, B ¥ crearing a sovereign and socialist Quebec.

Nearly half a cenrury has passed since the
CANADA'S LONG NIBATMARE OF TERRORISH (R 1oy ond e crse. At s g

- ‘since the emergence of the FLQ and irs long
arreenanns oF THE FLA i L S S
time should have deepened and clarified our view

of these momentous events. Bu this has not
happened, despise all that has been wrirten.

Uil now.

In previous accounes of the October Crisis,
00 much arzention has been paid t the event
of the fall of 1970 and not encugh t the years
preceding it Most of thase who have written
‘about the FLQ have been anderx nationalists,
commirted sovereignrists or former terrarists,
and they have conjured a narrative that obscures
rather than clarifies. They tell us that the
‘authoricies should have negociared with the
Kidnappers, and contend that jean Drapesu's
adminisracion and the governments of Robert
Bourassa and Pierre Trudean created the October|
Crisis by invoking the War Measures Act

D’Arcy Jenish’s revelatory account will
transform your ideas about the October Crisis,

its handling and its origins.

PRAISE FOR D'ARCY JENISH'S

EPIC WANDBERER: DAVID THOMPSON AND THE MAPPING OF THE CANADIAN WEST
FAREY JENISH, wrng s sppeasea

*D’Arey Jemish has dons a great service to history.”

~Calgary He.

s o o e et e ~Chronicle Journal
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Hutchison House Museum Report Erin Panepinto

“In the Spring I have counted 136 different kinds of weather inside of 24 hours.”
- Mark Twain

” Welcome to Spring in Canada! The time of year

@ where you can go from freezing rain one day to +16 C the next. Just

* as the crocuses and rhubarb are peaking out from the dirt and the cilia

" have spread across the lawn, we had several inches of snow. Of

& course, this only lasted long enough to remind us that just because we

e 8% arc approaching May, winter hasn’t quite let go yet. As the saying
2 7-:5{,:;}5. goes, “if you don’t like the weather... wait 5 minutes.”

z - Snow or not, we would like to give a big thank you to the
members of the Hutchison House Garden =~ Committee and Peterbor-
ough Community Medicine Gardeners who have returned to the mu-
seum and begun the hard work of cleaning up the garden beds from

winter debris and readying everything for the summertime.
' The gardens of Hutchison House Museum will feature promi-
® nently in two upcoming events:

First, on Saturday May 28" from 9:30 - noon Hutchison
House Museum volunteers will be holding a plant and yard sale for
N the first time in several years. Donations of plants and sale items can
be dropped off at the museum between May 24 and May 27.

Second, in honour of Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee, our
%7 volunteer fundraising committee has organized an afternoon Garden

{ Tea and Tour on Sunday, June 5, 2:00 — 4:00 p.m. Dress in your Sun-
day best and enjoy a special afternoon tea on the terrace of assorted
savouries and desserts inspired by the Queen. Members of the
Hutchison House Garden Committee will be on hand for special tours of the Gardens. The event is $25 per per-
son and registration is required. Seating is limited; be sure to book quickly! For more information or to book
your seat, please call the museum office.

The museum continues to take a cautious approach to opening amongst the sixth wave of the pandemic
and masks are still required for entry into the building. Please see our website for all updated information on the
COVID protocols or call the museum office with any questions or concerns. We look forward to seeing you
back at the museum!

“Ways To Give”
https://phs-hutchisonhouse.ca/support/donate/

Peterborough Historical Society and Hutchison House
Museum, like all heritage organizations, depend upon
donations to meet operating expenses in providing all
their programs and events.

Thank you for your generous support!



https://phs-hutchisonhouse.ca/support/donate/
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Spring time at Hutchison House Museum
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PETERBOROUGH
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Phone: 705-740-2600
info@peterboroughhistoricalsociety.ca

Hutchison House
Museum

270 Brock Street
Peterborough Ontario
KO9H 2P9

Phone 705-743-9710
info@hutchisonhouse.ca

Websites:
PHS:
phs-hutchisonhouse.ca/

Hutchison House:
phs-hutchisonhouse.ca/
hutchison-house/
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